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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-17 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Alaia et al (hereinafter Alaia - US 20020046148) in view of Langseth et al. (hereinafter 

Langseth US 6,671,715) and Parsons et al. (hereinafter Parsons - US 6,871,214). 

Re. Claim 1, Alaia discloses b) conducting an auction wherein bid information received from 
the remote bidders is compared to determine a bid status and wherein the bid status is used 
to determine the bid status updates for the remote bidders [Figures 6A-9B, para. 0026, 0030- 
0034, 0040], c) disseminating the bid status updates to the remote bidders via the distributed 
computer network in accordance with the update configuration information [Figures 6A-6D 
and associated paragraph page 1, para. 0069-0072], and 

d) designating an auction winner at the conclusion of the auction in accordance with a most 
competitive bid of the bid status [para. 01 37, 01 58]. 

Alaia does not explicitly disclose receiving update configuration information from remote 
bidders via a distributed (broadcast) computer network, the update configuration 
information for receiving bid status updates. However, Langseth disclose [Abstract; 
Figure 2A; col. 3 lines 12-21; col. 5 lines 35-55; col. 1 1 lines 27-30; col. 13 lines 40-47] 
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to allow a subscriber (user) a personalized service and receiving timely financial service 
content. It is known that stocks are auction and bided by the traders on exchange and 
the price/volume (status) is feed back to the traders and public. It would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the disclosure of Alaia and include receiving update configuration information 
from remote bidders via a distributed computer network, the update configuration 
information for receiving bid status updates (stock price), as disclosed by Langseth, to 
provide customized financial information/alert at a right time based on the users 
preference. 

Parsons discloses including a time interval for receiving alerts (preconfigured or 
dynamically configured by the user to send only messages at certain time interval.) 
[abstract; col. 6 line 18 to col. 8 line 2]. It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the disclosure 
of Alaia and Langseth and include a time interval for receiving alerts, as disclosed by 
Parsons to send only messages at certain time intervals, hence the user is not 
overwhelmed by the alerts. 

Re. Claim 2, Alaia discloses accessing a specification for an item for the auction, the 
specification for the item provided by the seller [para. 0007, 0008-0009, 0074, see buyer- 
bidding auction]. 
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Re. Claim 3, Alaia discloses specifying initial conditions for the auction, the initial conditions 
including an allotted time for the auction [para. 0091, 0142, 0181]. 

Re. Claim 4, Alaia discloses 4. The method of Claim 1 further including the step of: selecting 
the time interval for the update configuration information by using a graphical user interface 
of a browser [Figure 3 # 10 & #30, para. 0008, 0026, 0174 - priceline website inherent GUI 
of a browser]. 

Re. Claim 5, Alaia discloses wherein the time interval for the update configuration 
information allows the remote bidders to receive the bid status updates automatically in 
accordance with the time interval [Figures 6A-9B, para. 0026, 0030-0034, 0037, 0040]. 

Re. Claim 6, Alaia discloses adjusting the time interval for the update configuration 
information dynamically as the auction is conducted [para. 0100-0102]. 

Re. Claim 7, Alaia discloses changing a specification for the item for the auction 
dynamically as the auction is conducted [para. 0055-0056, 0124], and disseminating the 
changed specification for the item to the remote bidders via the distributed computer 
network in accordance with the update configuration information [para. 0026, 0027, 0030]. 
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Re. Claim 8, Alaia discloses storing the update configuration received from the remote 
bidders at an exchange server host to enable the providing of the bid status to the remote 
bidders [para. 0026-0027, 0100]. 

Re. Claim 9, Alaia discloses wherein the distributed computer network is the Internet [para. 
026]. 

Re. Claim 10, Alaia discloses a) accessing a specification for items for the auction [para. 
0007-0009, 0074, see database to get information], 

b) accessing initial conditions for the auction, the initial conditions including an allotted time 
for the auction [para. 0091, 0142, 0181], d) conducting an auction wherein bid information 
received from the remote bidders is compared to determine a bid status and wherein the bid 
status is used to determine the bid status updates for the remote bidders [Figures 6A-9B, 
para. 0026, 0030-0034, 0040], e) disseminating the bid status updates to the remote 
bidders via the distributed computer network in accordance with the update configuration 
information [Figures 6A-6D and associated paragraph page 1, para. 0069-0072], and 
f) designating an auction winner at the conclusion of the auction in accordance with a most 
competitive bid of the bid status [para. 0137, 0158]. 

Alaia does not explicitly disclose receiving update configuration information from 
remote bidders via a distributed computer network, the update configuration information for 
transmitting bid status updates to the remote bidders. However, Langseth disclose 
[Abstract; Figure 2A; col. 3 lines 12-21; col. 5 lines 35-55; col. 11 lines 27-30; col. 13 
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lines 40-47] to allow a subscriber (user) a personalized service and receiving timely 
financial service content. It is known that stocks are auction and bided by the traders on 
exchange and the price/volume (status) is feed back to the traders and public. It would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the disclosure of Alaia and include receiving update configuration 
information from remote bidders via a distributed computer network, the update configuration 
information including a time interval for receiving bid status updates (stock price), as 
disclosed by Langseth, to provide customized financial information/alert at a right time 
based on the users preference. 

Parsons discloses including a time interval for transmitting alerts (preconfigured 
or dynamically configured by the user to send only messages at certain time interval.) 
[abstract; col. 6 line 18 to col. 8 line 2]. It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the disclosure 
of Alaia and Langseth and include a time interval for receiving alerts, as disclosed by 
Parsons to send only messages at certain time intervals, hence the user is not 
overwhelmed by the alerts. 

Re. Claim 11, Alaia discloses receiving the time interval for the update configuration 
information from a graphical user interface of a browser on a client machine [Figure 3 # 10 
& #30, para. 0008, 0026, 0027, 0030, 0174 - priceline website inherent GUI of a browser]. 



Re. Claim 12, Alaia discloses wherein the time interval for the update configuration 
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information causes the server to transmit the status updates to the remote bidders 
automatically in accordance with the time interval [Figures 6A-9B, para. 0026, 0030-0034, 
0037, 0040]. 

Re. Claim 1 3, Alaia discloses adjusting the time interval for the update configuration 
information dynamically as the auction is conducted [para. 0100-0102]. 

Re. Claim 14, Alaia discloses changing a specification for an item for the auction 
dynamically as the auction is conducted [para. 0055-0056, 0124], and 
disseminating the changed specification for the item to the remote bidders via the 
distributed computer network in accordance with the update configuration information [para. 
0026, 0027, 0030]. 

Re. Claim 15, Alaia discloses storing the update configuration received from the remote 
bidders at an exchange server host to enable the providing of the bid status to the remote 
bidders [para. 0026-0027, 0100]. 

Re. Claim 16, Alaia discloses wherein the distributed computer network is the Internet 
[para. 026]. 

Re. Claim 17, Alaia discloses accessing a specification for an item for the auction, the 
specification for the item provided by the buyer [para. 00017, 0007-0009, 0074]. 
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Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 10/22/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Examiner's response are only to the claimed limitation. 

In response to applicant's remarks, recitation of page 8, that "Applicants assert that 
Alaia does not show or suggest update configuration information ..." Claims 1-17 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Alaia et a/., Langseth et al. 
and Parsons et al. Alaia is a primary reference and Langseth et al. and Parsons et al. 
are secondary reference. 

Reference to independent claim 1: Alaia discloses the concept and process of b) 
conducting an auction, c) disseminating the bid status updates to the remote bidders, and d) 
designating an auction winner at the conclusion of the auction (see entire Alaia et al. as require 
by MPEP and also see adjustment, "Decision rules can be set dynamically during the course of 
the bidding event by the bidder", "Bids are submitted over this connection and updates are sent 
to connected bidders", "shows the changes of status of various parameters in the auction as 
bids are received", "re-evaluated"). The limitations that are/is explicitly not disclosed by the 
primary reference are/is disclosed by secondary references. Secondary reference Langseth et 
al. discloses the concept of receiving update configuration information from remote 
bidders via a distributed (broadcast) computer network, the update configuration 
information for receiving bid status updates (see entire reference of Langseth et al. per 
MPEP and the rejection above), also see In re Oetiker, 977 F.2d 1443, 24 
USPQ2d 1443 (Fed. Cir. 1992), and In re KSR. Secondary reference Parson et al. 
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discloses a time interval for receiving alerts (see entire reference of Parson et al. per 
MPEP). 

Reference to independent claim 10: Alaia discloses the concept and process of 
a) accessing a specification for items for the auction, b) accessing initial conditions for 
the auction, d) conducting an auction wherein bid information received from the remote 
bidders is compared to determine a bid status, e) disseminating the bid status updates to the 
remote bidders, and f) designating an auction winner at the conclusion of the auction (see 
entire Alaia et al. as require by MPEP and also see adjustment, "Decision rules can be set 
dynamically during the course of the bidding event by the bidder", "Bids are submitted over this 
connection and updates are sent to connected bidders", "shows the changes of status of 
various parameters in the auction as bids are received", "re-evaluated"). The limitations that 
are/is explicitly disclosed by the primary reference are/is disclosed by secondary references. 
See supra. 

In response to applicant's argument, recitation of page 8, that the references fail to 
show certain features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which 
applicant relies (i.e., Alaia do not describe any "user selectable update configuration 
information") are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted 
in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. 
See In re Van Geuns t 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 
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In response to applicant's argument (recitation of page 9, which points out to dependent - 
claims 6 and 13) that "Applicants assert that Langseth does not show the use of any 
time interval for receiving updates that is user selected and that can be adjusted 
dynamically during the auction", a recitation of the intended use of the claimed invention 
must result in a structural difference between the claimed invention and the prior art in 
order to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. If the prior art 
structure is capable of performing the intended use, then it meets the claim. See MPEP 
section 2106. 

In response to applicant's argument, recitation of page 9, that the references fail to 
show certain features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which 
applicant relies (i.e., "dynamic two way auction") are not recited in the rejected claim(s). 
Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the 
specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181 , 26 
USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Conclusion 

3. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Harish T. Dass whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6793. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:50 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Abdi Kambiz can be reached on 571-272-6702. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Harish T Dass 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3692 




1/6/08 



